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Synopsis

Emmy AwardA¢a -a cewinning ABC News chief national correspondent and Nightline coanchor,
Byron Pitts shares the heartbreaking and inspiring stories of six young people who overcame
impossible circumstances with extraordinary perseverance.Abuse. Bullying. War. Drug Addiction.
Mental lliness. Violence. None of these should be realities for anyone, much less a young person.
But for some it is the only reality they have ever known. In these dark circumstances, six teens
needed someone to A¢a —A“be the oneAga —-A- for themAga —a «the hero to help them back into
the light. For Tania, Mason, Pappy, Michaela, Ryan, and Tyton, that hero was themselves. Through
stirring interviews and his award-winning storytelling, Byron Pitts brings the struggles and triumphs
of these everyday heroes to teens just like them, encouraging all of us to be the source of

inspiration in our own lives and to appreciate the lives of others around us.
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Customer Reviews

"Although the stories are heartbreaking, they also offer solace and hope to other youth who may be
suffering through similar experiences." (Kirkus Reviews February 15, 2017)"Reads like an
engrossing news program...Uplifting in its message and captivating in its content, this book goes
beyond typical hero worship to explore the notion of role models in modern society." (Booklist April
15, 2017)"PittsA¢a —4,¢s sensitive storytelling and deep empathy for young people provide the

backdrop for these compelling narratives." (School Library Journal April 2017)



Byron PittsA A is a multipleA A Emmy AwardA¢a -4 cewinning journalist known for his thoughtful
storytelling, on-the-ground reporting, and in-depth interviews. A news veteran with over thirty years
of experience, Mr. Pitts has traveled around the world to cover some of the biggest news stories of
our time including the Florida presidential recount, the tsunami inA A Indonesia, the refugee crisis
inA A Kosovo, and the Boston marathon bombing investigation. He joined ABC News in April 2013
as anchor and Chief National Correspondent covering national news stories and in-depth features
for all broadcasts and platforms includingA A Good Morning America,A A World News

withA A Diane Sawyer,A A Nightline,A A This Week, 20/20, and ABCNews.com, and was named
ABC NewsA A Nightline coanchor in 2014. Prior to joining ABC News, Mr. Pitts spent fifteen years
at CBS News where he served as Chief National Correspondent forA A The CBS Evening News,
filed regularly forA A 60 Minutes, and won an Emmy for his coverage of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
He was named the National Association of Black Journalists Journalist of the Year in 2002. His
2009 memoir,A A Step Out on Nothing: How Faith and Family Helped Me Conquer LifeA¢a —4,¢s
ChallengesA A chronicled his journey overcoming illiteracy and a stutter to become a journalist. Mr.

Pitts is a native of Baltimore, Maryland, and currently lives in New York City.
Gave this book to a graduate struggling with Identity. Was hoping he’d see that tough times come in
all packages. Tools to overcome work in every aspect of life. He said he liked it & helped with

perception. Saw the writer on "The View", and | was inspired to help him feel valued.

This book was amazing! Each story was better than the one before it. Every teen needs to read this
book.

Great book! My 14 year old granddaughter is reading this as part of her summer reading plan. It was
pat of an 8th grade graduation gift for her. A positive and rewarding read. Thank you for the great
price, availability, and fast delivery!

Fantastic stories. | think that at some degree, we can all relate.

Got this for a troubled teen and she loved it. It speaks to her and gives her insight.

really encouraging stories my teenage granddaughter was inspired and enjoyed the stories



Great, honest, insightful book.

Bought 3 copies and the granddaughters were here a week and formed their own book club. They
read and discussed each chapter.
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